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‘Pioneers aimifig to™
fill rmsslng middle'

W By NEIL HARTNELL meﬂoﬂﬁm the fact that
Tribune Business Editor wele’(&y few companies
of a size micro enter-

An awards | ropmm: prises and large firms in nations
could pmwi sm’%n- such ?o:l h ;::m “Very
neurs with up to in : =
el !mdin;b'% small mies ing into
ot more” than the ‘large and mediom-sized cnter-
cations received lrommhnmon prises,  Noblc said. “These
prior to today's close, its country  are the M%—:«e
representative explaining that the people, more. le

indtiative aimed to fill “the missing  income, enable people to invest
middle”in the national cconom-  more in education and health-
ic structurs.

Noble, country epre- SEE'P‘!Ee mg
sentative for Pioneers —
perily, said the initiative was tar-

geted at small and medium-sized

enterprises across the AMAs.

and the Caribbean, ina Al

the gap between micro

busipesses, and inspire,

and empower the next | o

tion of entreprencurs. 4 .

Desmhn; the ﬁocu
medium-sized m%u as
“mmemely impartant, M Noble

explained: “Look at the devel-
oped, industrialized countries. A
e rods (6D

estic COMmes
from small and medium-sized
enterprises. That's not the case
in small island and uvelopng
counules It's the missing med-

Ms Noble described as a “kega-
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Bative’is now in'its diird ' firm. Pioncers for Praspority
FROM Pﬂge m llnvm; been launched in ,::d likely award between 10 to 15
care, aod cieate a higher standard  extended through — Amu.vdm grants to small and medivn-sized
of awards ceremonies and presel cnterprises from across the
1t's a victuoas cycle of feeding  (aticas beld in nations twhu Bahamas and the Canibbean. The
the Cw 50 1t grows more  Rwanda and Kenya. It has now rants will range in size from
aed diversifies. In some ways been launched in the Bahamas 000 to $100,000, but caly one

tourism, because it's :csudm and Caribbeas, and later this year  company will b awarded the lat-
on external customers and firanc- wmupndhuoCentriAm ter sum. All companies nced

ing, can be extremely fragile But  backed by the John Templcton  equity ard financing, and grant

‘if you invest in small and medi- ~ Foundation, !nlor-Amerlcan one of the best
um-sized eaterprses, you dev ‘Development Bank (IDB), 7 me of financ-
an cccnomy that is mose (S.th) and the OTF (On the for Bahamian firms. Pioneers
fied, robust and deeper.” Frontier) Group, The latter is a zal’mspemy has held several

The Pioneers of Prosperityini-  competitive strategics consulting and recraitment ses-

si0ns h the Bahamas, and Ms
Noble sald the respoese had been
overwhelmingly positive, with

Iﬁhﬂ that they
had never seen an initiative
targeted at small and medium-
sized ontorpriscs before.

To date, Pioneers for Prosper-
ity had recéived between 200-250
applications from across the
B and the Caribbean, but

was expecting a last-minute influx
belote today’s dose 10 take that

500-1,000
nppln:anom. From be Bahamsas,

, aiming to fill * mlssmn ‘middle"

Ms Noble said “The last count
I've scen has been somewhere in
the order of 40-50 persons. We're
bogm‘ to get a lot more.”
he explained that when it
S e
ents was
looking for “the four b:yuom
lines™. were investing in
their customer and
customer service; "ms“ﬁ
themselves l\'r‘l:‘ pn:;}(:hb t‘yl;
investing in their st 10U,
training, benefits w\m
!n‘ek and lnveniu in
"'Wo‘te looking for oompmlu
seehm to creale ity in all
senses,” Ms Noble mhcd
And she advised Bah firms
and enuernrcneun: “Don't pu(
m to be about mu
a mwmﬂ Eave one.
“If you do have one, row i the
time 1o think about investing to
get ahead of the curve. The cur-
Tent ecopomic envuom“m is &
challcags, dut it should be viewed
as an opportunity.”
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